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Though so rich, yet in his mode of living he was always
very simple and without ostentation None of his time had
such an intimate knowledge of government and of State
affairs Hence even in a city so given to change, he retained
the Government for thirty years."

"Unwearied generosity of disposition" exactly expresses
the general idea which is given us by the facts of Cosimo's
life as the most prominent feature of his character. And setting
aside all lestimony of writers on the one side or the othei, the
indisputable benefits which he conferred on his country, the
end which he put to the faction-fighting which sapped Flor-
ence's strength, the prosperity and contentment which he
secuied for the people, the relief from taxation which he
brought about by the effects of his enlightened foreign policy,
and lastly, the general character associated with his memory
in the minds of the common people of Tuscany, all go to refute
the unbalanced judgments which have been referred to, and
to corroborate those who have considered that the title en-
graved by his countrymen upon his tomb was justly deserved,
and correctly sums up the leading features of his character
and conduct.